Retrieval questions 
1. What surprises Oliver about the Rambling Isle at the beginning? 
2. Who tells Oliver what the island is doing? 
3. Where are all the islands going? 
4. What happens every seven years? 
5. What is a “seawig” made from? 
6. What prize does the winning island get? 
7. Why does Cliff feel sad about his seawig? 
8. What name does Oliver give to the island? 
9. How long do they have until the Seawigs contest? 
10. What special object do they plan to find for Cliff’s seawig?

Vocabulary Questions
1. What does “flotsam” probably mean?
2. What does “mournful” tell you about how the island sounds?
3. What does “dolefully” suggest about the island’s feelings?
4. Why is the island described as having a “crumbly rumble” voice?

 Inference Questions
1. Why do you think the Rambling Isle hasn’t spoken for years?
2. How can you tell that Cliff feels left out compared to other islands?
3. Why does Oliver encourage Cliff to go to the contest?
4. What does Oliver’s behaviour show about his personality?
5. Why might Iris say the Seawigs event is “lame”?
6. How can you tell Iris might be upset about not finding her way home?
7. Why does Mr. Culpeper not like the idea of the Seawigs event?
8. Why does Cliff feel happier after talking to Oliver?
9. What does it suggest about Cliff that he has never had a name?
10. Why is finding the Water Mole a good idea for Cliff?

 Explanation / “Why” Questions
1. Why is the Seawigs competition important to the islands?
2. Why do the islands collect things from the sea?
3. Why might the other islands laugh at Cliff?
4. Why does Oliver use a rope to talk to the island?
5. Why do you think Oliver believes Cliff can win?

Character Focus Questions
1. How would you describe Oliver? Give two reasons.
2. How is Cliff different from the other islands?
3. What kind of character is Mr. Culpeper? What shows this?
4. What do we learn about Iris from this chapter?
 Deeper Thinking / Discussion
1. Do you think Cliff should go to the Seawigs contest? Why or why not?
2. How would you feel if you were Cliff?
3. What would you choose to put in a seawig if you were an island?
4. Why is having a name important?


