
WELCOME TO OUR PARENT READING 
WORKSHOP@ CHRIST CHURCH

OUR AIMS FOR TODAY – 

LOOK AT WHAT THE RESEARCH SAYS ABOUT READING AND ITS IMPORTANCE

UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF EARLY READING AND PHONICS

UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF FLUENCY AND HOW YOU CAN BUILD THIS AT HOME

HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF COMPREHENSION

GIVE HINTS AND TIPS OF HOW TO GET YOUR CHILD READING AT HOME



The survey of 71,400 children and young people by the 
National Literacy Trust early in 2023 has revealed that fewer 
than one in three children (28%) aged eight to 18 read daily 
for enjoyment. While this remains the same as for 2022, the 
figure stood at 38% when the survey began in 2005, marking 
a 26% fall in those who read daily.



WHY IS THERE A DECLINE IN READING FOR PLEASURE?

• GAMES AND ONLINE DISTRACTIONS

• RISE IN SOCIAL MEDIA

• FIND BOOKS BORING

• LACK OF TIME

• NOT BEING READ TO FROM AN EARLY AGE BY ADULTS (AT HOME AND SCHOOL)

• SEEING READING AS A PROCESS FOR LEARNING RATHER A PLEASURE ACTIVITY

• ‘READING FOR PLEASURE' IS BEING CONFUSED WITH 'LITERACY' BY MANY PARENTS AT 
HOME WHO COMMONLY DON'T REALISE THAT THE MORE IT'S PUSHED AS A SCHOOL 
SUBJECT, THE LESS LIKELY A CHILD IS TO CHOOSE TO DO IT. IN THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT, 
THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM FOCUSES ON READING SKILLS ABOVE READING PLEASURE. 
HOWEVER, WHEN PLEASURE DRIVES READING, CHILDREN ACHIEVE MORE.



AT CHRIST CHURCH OUR CHILDREN LOVE READING BUT THIS 
IS WHAT SOME CHILDREN SAID… 

• MY PARENTS DON’T READ WITH ME EVERY DAY BECAUSE THEY ARE 

BUSY.

• MY MUM/DAD DOESN’T LIKE READING. 

• WE DON’T HAVE TIME AT HOME, SO WE READ ON THE BUS.

• WE DON’T HAVE ANY BOOKS AT HOME.



Why is reading for 
pleasure vital?



Amount of reading 20 mins 5 mins 1 min

Number of minutes per year 3600 900 180

Number of words per year 1.8 Million 282,000 8000

Hours read by the end of 

primary school 851 212 42

Performance on tests 90% 50% 10%

Impact of reading





READING FROM AN EARLY AGE AND SECURING PHONICS 

• READING FROM AN EARLY AGE IS 

IMPORTANT AS RESEARCH SHOWS 

THAT IF CHILDREN ARE NOT 

SECURE AND FLUENT READERS BY 

YEAR 2, IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO 

THEN DEVELOP A LOVE OF 

READING GOING FORWARD. 

• IN ORDER TO GET CHILDREN 

FLUENT IN READING, THEIR 

PHONIC KNOWLEDGE MUST BE 

EMBEDDED WITHIN EYFS AND KS1. 

• READ TO CHILDREN FROM DAY 

ZERO! 



WHAT IS FLUENCY AND 
WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

• FLUENT READING SUPPORTS READING 

COMPREHENSION. WHEN PUPILS READ FLUENTLY, 

THEIR COGNITIVE RESOURCES CAN BE REDIRECTED 

FROM FOCUSING ON DECODING AND ONTO 

COMPREHENDING THE TEXT. FOR THIS REASON, 

FLUENCY IS SOMETIMES DESCRIBED AS A BRIDGE 

FROM WORD RECOGNITION TO 

COMPREHENSION.

• BASICALLY, IF THE BRAIN’S PROCESSING POWER 

ISN’T BEING USED UP BY WORKING OUT HOW 

TO READ A WORD, IT CAN CONCENTRATE ON 

UNDERSTANDING AND ENJOYING THE TEXT. 



WHAT IS FLUENCY AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

• FOR A CHILD TO BE FLUENT, PHONIC 

KNOWLEDGE IS IMPORTANT. 

• WHEN A CHILD IS FLUENT, WE CAN FOCUS 

ON UNDERSTANDING AND 

COMPREHENSION. 

• WHEN COMPREHENSION IS SECURE, THE 

CHILD WILL ENJOY WHAT THEY READ. 

• SECURE PHONICS AND FLUENCY ALL REDUCE 

COGNITIVE LOAD. 



THREE WAYS YOU CAN HELP BUILD FLUENCY AT 
HOME…

1. READ AND FOLLOW – THE ADULT READS THE TEXT AND THE CHILD FOLLOWS ALONG WITH 

THEIR FINGER. THIS HELPS THE CHILD WITH WORD RECOGNITION AND MODELS TO THEM 

HOW THEY SHOULD READ WITH FLUENCY.

2. MY TURN, YOUR TURN – TAKE TURNS READING A PAGE OR A PARAGRAPH. HERE YOU ARE 

MODELLING HOW TO READ WITH FLUENCY, FLOW AND EXPRESSION. 

3. ECHO READING – AS YOU READ, THE CHILD COPIES. IT IS IMPORTANT HERE TO PACE 

YOURSELF AND READ AT A RATE THAT YOUR CHILD CAN KEEP UP WITH. 

LET’S HAVE A GO!



WHAT IS COMPREHENSION? 

• THIS REFERS TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF A 

TEXT. 

• THERE ARE CASES OF WHERE CHILDREN ARE 

ABLE TO READ THANKS TO SECURE 

PHONICS KNOWLEDGE AND THE ABILITY 

TO DECODE BUT DO NOT UNDERSTAND 

WHAT THEY HAVE READ.



WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP 
DEVELOP COMPREHENSION…

• Comprehension of the world will develop comprehension in reading… 

• Ways you can develop comprehension – 

• Talking a lot at home… about everything

• Develop cultural capital by going out (this does not have to cost money) 

• Reading together and discussing books together

• Why do you like this book? 

• What do you think will happen next?

• What do you think about this character?  



HOW DO WE 
TEACH 

COMPREHENS
ION IN 

SCHOOL? A 
MORE 

FORMAL 
PROCESS…



Vocabulary -
Interpreting words in context and deciphering the 
meaning of words unknown based on the context they 
are written.

Mr Ali loathes wearing a tie as he finds it uncomfortable.
We may not know the meaning of the word ‘loathe’ here but based 
on the context and other evidence within the sentence, we can 
guess it means ‘doesn’t like’. How have I arrived at this conclusion? 

Beowulf was incensed by Grendel’s attack and vowed revenge. 
We may not know the meaning of the word ‘incensed’ here but we 
can guess it means ‘angered’. How have I arrived at this conclusion? 



RETRIEVE 
• RETRIEVAL OF INFORMATION IS OFTEN THE STARTING POINT FOR 

DISCUSSING A TEXT. THIS MEANS PICKING THE EXACT (SPELLING AND 
PUNCTUATION TOO) INFORMATION OUT OF THE TEXT THAT THEY HAVE JUST
READ. E.G.

• WHAT WAS THE CHARACTER’S NAME?
• WHAT DID THEY EAT FOR DINNER?
• WHAT COLOUR WAS THE CAR?
• WHAT TIME DID…

SUMMARY -

• SUMMARISE MAIN IDEAS FROM MORE THAN ONE PARAGRAPH

• WHAT IS THE MAIN POINT OF THE FIRST PARAGRAPH? 

• WHAT HEADING WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR THIS PARAGRAPH?  



INFERENCE:  IS AN INTERPRETATION THAT GOES BEYOND THE 
LITERAL INFORMATION GIVEN AND RELIES ON THE EVIDENCE 
WITHIN THE TEXT AS WELL AS BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE. 

THE POLICE FIND A THREATENING LETTER ADDRESSED TO 
THE VICTIM.
•WE COULD INFER THAT SOMEONE DIDN’T LIKE THAT 
PERSON.
THE BIKE LAY ON THE FLOOR NEXT TO HER AS SHE HELD HER 
LEG AND CRIED. 
•WE COULD INFER THAT THE GIRL FELL OFF HER BIKE.
MY STOMACH RUMBLED AS THE SMELL OF DINNER WAFTED 
FROM THE KITCHEN.



Predict – what has or what will happen based on information 
stated or inferred (linked closely to inference). Again, background 
knowledge here is important. 

Beowulf snatched his sword from the armoury and ran towards the 
mountains. 

• What do predict Beowulf is going to do? What evidence have you 
used to make your prediction?

Mr Ali woke up with a terrible headache and severe cough. He picked 
up his mobile and began to dial. 

• Who do you think Mr Ali is going to call? Why?

Predictions, like inferences are neither right or wrong, they may be strong (with 
secure evidence to back them up) or weak (with little or poor evidence to back 
them up). 

 



Explain – 

Identify/explain how information/narrative content is 

related and contributes to the meaning as a whole.

Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through 

choice of words and phrases.

Make comparisons within the text.

***See handout for example questions***



QUESTIONS 
YOU CAN 
ASK AT 
HOME…



HOW TO ENCOURAGE INDEPENDENT 

READING AT HOME

• HAVING BOOKS THAT THE CHILD OWNS

• USING THE LIBRARY TO HELP BUILD 

VARIETY

• EXPOSING CHILDREN TO TEXTS BEYOND 

NOVEL. E.G. COMICS, MAGAZINES, 

NON-FICTION BOOKS

• TAKING CONTROL OF SCREENS – 

READING FIRST AND THEN SCREENTIME

• SHOW THAT YOU LOVE READING… 

EVEN IF YOU HAVE TO FAKE IT

• GIVE CHILDREN BOOKS THAT MATTER TO 

THEM (BAME AUTHORS AND 

CHARACTERS, TEXTS THAT EXCITE THEM

• REWARD READING THROUGH EXTRINSIC 

AND INTRINSIC MOTIVATORS



WEBSITES 

100 best books for children | BookTrust

What to read after your favourite children's books and authors 

| BookTrust

Great Books Guide: 100 best new books for children | 

BookTrust

Book Reviews, Kids Books | Common Sense Media

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/100-best-books/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/what-to-read-after/#!?q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/what-to-read-after/#!?q=&sortOption=MostRecent&pageNo=1
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/great-books-guide/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews










ANY QUESTIONS? 
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